Recurrent postcardiac injury syndrome mimicking cardiac perforation following transvenous pacing: An unusual presentation.
We report a case of recurrent postcardiac injury syndrome (PCIS) after pacemaker lead insertion. Each episode was attended by hemorrhagic pleuro-pericardial effusion with drop in hemoglobin levels leading us to consider cardiac perforation and subject the patient to surgical pericardiotomy. However, no perforation or active bleeding was detected on exploration. This unusual case illustrates the occurrence of PCIS following pacemaker lead insertion, mimicking cardiac perforation. This entity should be considered in patients who, after pacemaker lead insertion, develop pericardial and pleural effusion associated with markers of inflammation.